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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils enjoy coming to school. Behaviour is good in lessons, at playtimes and at 
lunchtimes. Pupils say that bullying is rare. They are very clear that they would say 
‘stop it, I don’t like it’ if they needed to. Pupils are confident that staff would deal 
with any bullying straightaway. 
 
Pupils feel safe in school. They enthusiastically explain the ‘five safety network’. This 
gives them five trusted adults to talk to if they have any worries or concerns. 
 
Pupils enjoy the variety of clubs and activities on offer, particularly the sporting ones, 
and taking part in tournaments. Pupils know that playing sport helps to keep them 
fit. Pupils learn how to eat healthily and look after their mental health. Year 6 pupils 

have a range of opportunities to develop their self-confidence and to take on 
responsibilities. They feel well prepared for secondary school. 
 
Pupils benefit from the improvements made to the school since the last inspection, 
for example in the teaching of mathematics. However, some subjects are not 
planned or taught well enough. Teachers’ expectations of what pupils can do are 
sometimes too low, especially in the early years. As a result, not all pupils learn as 
well as they could.  
 

 
What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Pupils learn a wide range of subjects. The plans for some subjects are well 
structured. This means that pupils build on their knowledge to understand more and 
more. For example, in science, pupils in Year 2 understand about simple food chains. 
This is because they remember what they learned in Year 1 about how plants grow. 
In art, Year 6 pupils make careful choices about which materials to use for their 
collage because they remember what worked well in the past. Other subjects, such 
as computing and history, are not as well planned.  
 
Pupils’ learning in mathematics follows a logical sequence. Leaders are ambitious in 
what they want pupils from Year 1 to Year 6 to achieve in mathematics. Teachers 
are confident in planning and delivering lessons. This is because the mathematics 
leader has provided teachers with good training and effective support. Many pupils 
told us that mathematics was their favourite subject. 
 
Plans for writing are based on what pupils should know and be able to do in each 
year group. However, teachers do not routinely adapt their teaching to take account 
of pupils’ skills. This means that although there are pupils who achieve well in 
writing, this is not the case for all pupils.  
 
Improvements to the teaching of reading have been slow. The teaching of early 
reading is not strong enough. Leaders do not have a clear understanding of how 
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pupils should start to learn to read. There is a programme through which pupils 
should learn phonics. Teachers move some pupils too slowly through the 
programme. This means that they do not catch up with their classmates as quickly 
as they should. Some staff do not have the knowledge and skills they need to teach 
phonics well. 
 
Teachers do not check that pupils read frequently at home and at school. Leaders do 
not make sure that pupils read books that help them to consolidate and build on 
their skills. Teachers read a range of books to pupils, but their choices are not 
underpinned by explicit plans to broaden pupils’ experience or promote a love of 
reading. 
 
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities, including those in the 
special support centre, mostly learn well. This is because the special educational 
needs leader makes sure that teachers take account of pupils’ individual targets, and 
monitors their progress well.  
 
Staff have high expectations about how well pupils should behave. Pupils respond 
well to these. They work hard in lessons and try their best. Pupils have plenty of 
opportunities to develop their talents and interests, for example through music and 
art. Staff give frequent reminders about the school’s values of honesty, creativity, 
respect and care. These help pupils to develop into responsible young citizens. 
 
Children are happy and safe in the early years. They quickly learn the routines and 
make friends. Adults provide a variety of interesting activities, both inside and 
outside. These make sure that children have the opportunities they need to learn 
through exploring and making up their own games. However, children do not make a 
quick start to learning reading and mathematics in early years. Adults do not make 
good use of the information they have about what children know and understand. 
Teachers’ expectations of what many children can learn are too low.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
  
Parents, staff and pupils agree that pupils are safe in school. Pupils get frequent 
reminders about how to keep safe. They spoke confidently about how to use the 
internet safely. Staff and governors receive up-to-date training. Staff know what to 
do if they have a safeguarding concern. Secure arrangements are in place to identify 
and support pupils who may be at risk of harm. Staff and governors take their 
safeguarding responsibilities seriously. As a result, there is a strong culture of 
safeguarding within the school. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
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◼ The school is improving, but it does not yet provide a good quality of education. 
The teaching of reading is not given a sufficient priority. Leaders should ensure 
that they have a clear and ambitious vision, that is understood by all, for fostering 
a love of reading across the school.  

◼ Early reading is not taught well. Leaders should ensure that all children have a 
quick start to learning phonics. They should check that pupils read and enjoy 
books both at home and at school. Leaders need to train staff so that they have 
the right knowledge and skills to teach reading well.  

◼ The curriculum is not fully coherently planned or sequenced. Leaders should 
ensure that all subject plans identify what pupils need to know and understand so 
that their learning is secure. 

◼ The writing curriculum is planned to follow a logical sequence. However, teachers 
do not routinely adapt their plans to take account of pupils’ skills. Teachers need 
to use assessment more effectively to help pupils to embed their knowledge and 
become fluent writers. 

◼ Children in early years do not get off to a good start in reading and mathematics. 
Leaders should make sure that all staff, especially those in early years, have high 
expectations of what pupils can do and achieve. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 125931 

Local authority West Sussex 

Inspection number 10111126 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 391 

Appropriate authority The governing board 

Chair of governing body Jane Davey 

Headteacher Candida Reece 

Website www.londonmeedprimary.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 17–18 May 2017 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ The school has a special support centre for 11 pupils with speech and language 

needs. These pupils spend some of the time in the centre and the rest of the time 
in mainstream classes, according to their needs. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
◼ During the inspection, we met with the headteacher, the deputy headteacher and 

other leaders. We had discussions with members of the governing board, 
teachers, teaching assistants and a representative from the local authority. 

◼ We particularly considered the following subjects: reading, mathematics, writing, 
science and art. Inspection activities included discussions with subject leaders, 
scrutinising subject planning, lesson visits and discussions with teachers and 
pupils. 

◼ We met the designated safeguarding leader to check that safeguarding 
procedures and processes were effective. We also checked safeguarding 
documentation. 

file://///FP1HQ/userdata$/rpatience/Desktop/Oct%2023/London%20Meed%20CPS/125931%20London%20Meed%20CPS%2010111126%20Draft%20V4.1%20track%20changes/www.londonmeedprimary.co.uk
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◼ We took account of the 119 responses to Ofsted Parent View, as well as the 77 
free-text responses. We considered the 29 responses to the Ofsted survey for 
staff and the 12 responses to Ofsted’s pupils’ survey. We attended an assembly 
and spoke to pupils during lessons and around the school. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Joanna Toulson, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Emma Sanderson Ofsted Inspector 

Doug Brawley Ofsted Inspector 

    



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: London Meed Community Primary School 

8–9 October 2019 7 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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