Fostering a love of reading

Read stories, poems and other texts aloud to your child.

Let your child see you reading for a purpose and pleasure.

Visit the library and book shops to choose their own books.

Use CD stores and e-books to access longer/more difficult texts and build confidence.

Reading with siblings, older and younger.

Follow your child’s interests.

Give reading a purpose e.g. T.V. guide, recipes. Games instructions, signs and catalogues.

Useful websites

www.parentlink.co.uk – contains ideas to help at home

www.literacytrust.org.uk
www.crickweb.co.uj/assets/resources/flash.php?&file=ww
www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interatctive/onlinestory.htm
www.snatihprimary.eril.net/rindex.htm-nurseryrhymes
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A guide for parents

Reading strategies

Phonics is taught from EYFS.  Children learn the sounds that make up words.

Tricky words: children learn to recognise, on sight, the words that cannot be worked out phonetically e.g. the, said, was

Repeated words in a text e.g names and objects.

Recognising familiar letter patterns e.g. ed and ing.

Using punctuation e.g. stopping at full stops and using expression for speech.

Using the content to work out a word.

Using the pictures.

Re-reading for sense and to self-correct.
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Reading at home

Get your child to read a book/page/paragraph to themselves, before reading aloud.

Talk about the book before you read it, introducing any new words.

Read a section to your child to model expression and fluency.

If they are finding a book difficult, read it to them, asking them to join in with words they will know or can sound out.

Sometimes read with your child or take it in turns to read a page.

Draw your child’s attention to repeated words, encouraging them to read them by sight, instead of sounding out.

Talk about the book as you read it, not just at the end.  Make a note of what your child says in the reading diary. 

Keep reading session short and enjoyable but frequent, e.g. four times a week.  In the Reading Diary write the title of the book, date and any comments about how your child read.

